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sarva-deça-käla-daçäya janera kartavya
guru-päçe sei bhakti prañöavya, çrotavya
“It is therefore the duty of every
man—in every country, in every circumstance and at all times—to approach a bona fide spiritual master,
question him about devotional service and listen to him explain the
process.”
— Çré Caitanya-caritämåta, Madhya-lélä 25.122
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Foreword

The information in this publication has been compiled for
those aspirants on the path of bhakti who may find themselves
a little confused or perplexed regarding the initiation or reinitiation process.
Even those who are not interested in the path of bhakti say it is
a virtue to be well informed. For our own benefit, in general we
should fully understand every side of any issue, or specifically
in this case we must endeavour to correctly understand our
Gaudiya siddhänta as presented to us by Çréla Prabhupäda and
his predecessors. It is for this reason that in this book we present
for you the other side to the current system of initiation currently
being practiced and promoted, commonly known as åtvik.
After reading this booklet, it is then up to you to make your
own decision; you make your own choice! As we all know, serious
misunderstandings can baffle the aspirant on this divine path of
bhakti.
The title for this booklet is based on the words of Çréla AC
Bhaktivedanta Swami Prabhupäda when he said:
“...A gramophone will not help...”1
“... you must approach a person who is life living Bhägavata...”2
“... Gramophone or tape record speaker, that will not be...”3
“...You must be live speaker...”4
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“...and take the lessons from live bhägavata...”5
“...So, if one does not surrender unto the living bhägavata, he
cannot understand Çrémad-Bhägavatam...”6
Hence the title: “... Surrender Unto The Living Bhägavata ...”
In the Vaiñëava community today, there are two major variants
of this åtvik system. The first one being åtvik-väda itself, whereby
a living person offers initiation on behalf of an aprakaöa Vaiñëava
sad-guru, which is a system invented mainly as a response to a
perceived suspension of the availability of a qualified Vaiñëava. The
second major, yet generally unrecognised, system is pracchannaåtvik-vada – wherein it is not at all clear whether the initiating
åtvik acts on his own behalf and takes the position of guru and
simultaneously may only be a representative of a transcendental
äcärya. The initiating pracchanna-åtvik acts sometimes as guru
himself or at other times appears to claim to be acting on behalf
of an aprakaöa Vaiñëava sad-guru; this is referred to as covered åtvik
or soft åtvik.
All care has been taken to check texts used to the original
books, articles, and letters, and the lectures to the relevant and
available audio files. The information contained in this booklet
can also be found on our website www.tattvadarshan.com. If you
wish to contact us our email address is: info@ tattvadarshan.com.
Your servants,
The editors.
Completed on Çré Gaura Purnima
Gaurabda 528 (16-03-2014)
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Introduction

The information contained in this small book has been
garnered from many sources, especially from the books of Çréla
AC Bhaktivedanta Swami Prabhupäda and the writings of Çréla
Bhaktisiddhänta Sarasvaté Öhäkura Prabhupäda. The subject
matter of this booklet, which is in regards to the acceptance of
a bona fide physically present living sad-guru, Çré-guru, is the
holiest of holy institutions in our Brahmä-Mädhva-Gauòéyasampradäya. This has been clearly explained by our Äcäryas and
also by the Supreme Lord Himself in numerous texts.

Tattva Darsinah Guru
The Supreme Lord Himself has said in the Bhagavad-gétä:
tad viddhi praëipätena
paripraçnena sevayä
upadekñyanti te jïänaà
jïäninas tattva-darçinaù
“Just try to learn the truth by approaching* a spiritual master. Inquire from him submissively and render service unto
him. The self-realised soul can impart knowledge unto you because he has seen the truth.”1
*Editor’s note: Please note the word ‘approach’ is used here. This word means,
to get close to; to draw near to; to come within reach of. Hence, ‘approaching a
spiritual master’ denotes person-to-person contact.
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In his Çrémad-Bhägavatam purport Çréla Prabhupäda states:
“...The Vedic literature instructs: tasmäd guruà prapadyeta
jijïäsuù çreya uttamam [SB 11.3.21]. An intelligent man must
be very inquisitive to know the transcendental science deeply. Therefore one must* approach a guru, a spiritual master.
Although Jaòa Bharata explained everything to Mahäräja Rahügaëa, it appears that his intelligence was not perfect
enough to understand clearly. He therefore requested a further explanation. As stated in Bhagavad-gétä (4.34): tad viddhi
praëipätena paripraçnena sevayä. The student must approach a
spiritual master and surrender unto him fully (praëipätena). He
must also question him in order to understand his instructions
(paripraçnena). One should not only surrender to the spiritual master but also render loving service unto him (sevayä) so
that the spiritual master will be pleased with the student and
explain the transcendental subject matter more clearly. A challenging spirit before the spiritual master should be avoided
if one is at all interested in learning the Vedic instructions in
depth.”2

Also in the Çrémad-Bhägavatam the great sage Çré Çukadeva
Gosvämé has said:
tasyänucaritaà räjann
åñibhis tattva-darçibhiù
çrutaà hi varëitaà bhüri
tvayä sétä-pater muhuù

*Editor’s note: Please note the use of the word ‘must’, it is not optional. One
‘must’ approach, one ‘must’ also question and one ‘must’ also serve. Three main
points of the verse above [Bg 4.34] and this purport, all very personal;
1. “The student must approach a spiritual master and surrender unto him fully
(praëipätena).” 2. “He must also question him in order to understand his instructions (paripraçnena).” 3. “...but also render loving service unto him (sevayä).”
This again denotes person-to-person contact, the guru and the disciple, a personal relationship.
II

“O King Parékñit, the transcendental activities of Lord
Rämacandra have been described by great saintly persons who
have seen the truth.* Because you have heard again and again
about Lord Rämacandra, the husband of mother Sétä, I shall
describe these activities only in brief. Please listen.”3

The Duty Of Every Man
Çréla Kåñëadäs Kaviräja Goswami has written in his Çré Caitanyacaritämåta:
sarva-desa-käla-daçäya janera kartavya
guru-päçe sei bhakti prañöavya, çrotavya
“It is therefore the duty of every man—in every country, in
every circumstance and at all times—to approach the bona fide
spiritual master, question** him about devotional service and
listen to him explain the process.”4

Accept The Shelter
Çréla Rüpa Goswämé has written in his Bhakti-rasämåta-sindhu:
guru-pädäçrayas tasmät
kåñëa-dékñädi-çikñaëam

*Editor’s note: Please note the phrase ‘who have seen the truth’. Çré Çukadeva
Gosvämé is making the point that great saintly persons have actually seen the
truth. Therefore such saintly realised persons are the only ones who can properly represent the Supreme Personality of Godhead.
**Editor’s note: Please note the words ‘question him’ and ‘listen to him explain’

are used here. The process of questioning, and hearing the answers. First one
poses the question and then one hears the answer to one’s question from the
bona fide spiritual master. This also denotes person-to-person contact.

III

viçrambheëa guroù sevä
sädhu-vartmänuvartanam
“The first four limbs of sädhana-bhakti are: to accept the
shelter of the lotus feet of a bona fide guru, to take dékñä and
receive instructions on service to Kåñëa from him, to serve him
with intimacy and affection* and to follow the path of the sädhus, under his guidance.”5

Also Çré Caitanya Mahäprabhu has said:
guru-pädäçraya, dékñä, gurura sevana
sad-dharma-çikñä-påcchä, sädhu-märgänugamana
“On the path of regulative devotional service, one must
observe the following items: (1) One must accept a bona fide
spiritual master. (2) One must accept initiation from him. (3)
One must serve him. (4) One must receive instructions from
the spiritual master and make inquiries** in order to learn devotional service. (5) One must follow in the footsteps of the
previous äcäryas and follow the directions given by the spiritual master.”6

*Editor’s note: Please note the words ‘serve him with intimacy and affection’
once more denotes a personal relationship with the bona fide spiritual master.
One has met the bona fide spiritual master, one has to ask, ‘how can I serve you?’
Then the bona fide spiritual master gives the (aspiring disciple or) the disciple
instructions on what to do and what not to do. Again this denotes person-to-person contact.
**Editor’s note: Please note the words ‘make inquiries’ and ‘receive instructions’.

Again the same points are delivered by Çré Caitanya Mahäprabhu, again this
denotes a commitment to a personal relationship with the bona fide spiritual
master.
Also the use of the word ‘must’ as it is not an option, one has to do this. According to the Oxford Dictionary the word ‘must’ means: be obliged to; should
(expressing necessity); something that should not be overlooked or missed.
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In the Çrémad-Bhägavatam it is described:
guru-çuçrüñayä bhaktyä
sarva-labdhärpaëena ca
saìgena sädhu-bhaktänäm
éçvarärädhanena ca
çraddhayä tat-kathäyäà ca
kértanair guëa-karmaëäm
tat-pädämburuha-dhyänät
tal-liìgekñärhaëädibhiù
“One must accept the bona fide spiritual master and render service unto him with great devotion and faith. Whatever
one has in one’s possession should be offered to the spiritual
master, and in the association of saintly persons and devotees
one should worship the Lord, hear the glories of the Lord with
faith, glorify the transcendental qualities and activities of the
Lord, always meditate on the Lord’s lotus feet, and worship the
Deity of the Lord strictly according to the injunctions of the
çästra and guru.”7

tatra bhägavatän dharmän
çikñed gurv-ätma-daivataù
amäyayänuvåttyä yais
tuñyed ätmätma-do hariù
“Accepting the bona fide spiritual master as one’s life and
soul and worshippable deity, the disciple should learn from
him the process of pure devotional service. The Supreme Personality of Godhead, Hari, the soul of all souls, is inclined
to give Himself to His pure devotees. Therefore, the disciple
should learn from the spiritual master how to serve the Lord
without duplicity and in such a faithful and favourable way
that the Supreme Lord, being satisfied, will offer Himself to the
faithful disciple.”8
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bhayaà dvitéyäbhiniveçataù syäd
éçäd apetasya viparyayo ‹småtiù
tan-mäyayäto budha äbhajet taà
bhaktyaikayeçaà guru-devatätmä
“Fear arises when a living entity misidentifies himself as
the material body because of absorption in the external, illusory energy of the Lord. When the living entity thus turns away
from the Supreme Lord, he also forgets his own constitutional position as a servant of the Lord. This bewildering, fearful
condition is effected by the potency for illusion, called mäyä.
Therefore, an intelligent person should engage unflinchingly in the unalloyed devotional service of the Lord, under the
guidance of a bona fide spiritual master,* whom he should accept as his worshippable deity and as his very life and soul.”9

Association
With Advanced Devotees
In the Båhan-näradéya Puräëa it is written:
bhaktistu bhagavad-bhakta-saìgena parijäyate
sat-saìga-präpyate pumbhiù sukåtaiù pürva-saïcitaiù

*Editor’s comment: Please note the use of the words ‘should learn from him’,
‘should learn from the spiritual master’ and ‘under the guidance of a bona fide
spiritual master’ denotes a personal commitment. The bona fide spiritual master personally teaches the disciple. This is the fruit of all proper guru-disciple
relationships. The bona fide spiritual master speaks and the disciple listens, and
as explained by Çréla Prabhupäda in the comments on page VIII, one hears from
the mouth, from the lips, ‘of the life living Bhägavata.’ For instance, the word
Upaniñad means to sit closer to the guru/teacher. The whole of Vedic culture and
learning is based upon this one point of hearing. Therefore the disciple would sit
as close as possible to the spiritual master so as to hear with greater clarity. The
Monier-Williams Sanskrit Dictionary adds that, Upaniñad means ‘setting to rest
ignorance by revealing the knowledge of the supreme spirit.’
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“Devotional sentiments are evoked by the purifying association of advanced devotees. The jéva can come into close contact with a pure devotee only by accruing the pious results of
many previous births.”10

Also in the Çré Caitanya-caritämåta it is stated:
kåñëa-bhakti-janma-müla haya ‘sädhu-saìga’
kåñëa-prema janme, teìho punaù mukhya aìga
“The root cause of devotional service to Lord Kåñëa is association with advanced devotees.* Even when one’s dormant
love for Kåñëa awakens, association with devotees is still most
essential.”11

In the Çrémad-Bhägavatam it is stated:
satäà prasaìgän mama vérya-saàvido
bhavanti håt-karëa-rasäyanäù kathäù
taj-joñaëäd äçv apavarga-vartmani
çraddhä ratir bhaktir anukramiñyati
“In the association of pure devotees, discussion of the pastimes and activities of the Supreme Personality of Godhead is
very pleasing and satisfying to the ear and the heart. By cultivating such knowledge one gradually becomes advanced on
the path of liberation, and thereafter he is freed, and his attraction becomes fixed. Then real devotion and devotional service
begin.”12

*Editor’s comment: Association with sädhus is the most important factor for
advancement in devotional service, especially the association of highly elevated
devotees. As stated above, “The root cause of devotional service to Lord Kåñëa
is association with advanced devotees”.
VII

Life Living Bhagavata
Çréla AC Bhaktivedanta Swami Prabhupäda has also stated:
“…A gramophone will not help…” “…approach a person
who is life living Bhägavata...”13
“…through the mouth of the devotees.’ “…not gramophone
— through the mouth of, through the lips of real devotee…”14
“…Gramophone or tape record speaker, that will not be.
You must be live speaker…”15
“…Hearing must be from sädhu, from devotee, from the lips of the devotee. Just like Çukadeva Gosvämé was speaking to Mahäräja Parékñit…”16

Approach

A Self Realised Vaisnava
Çréla Svarüpa Dämodara Gosvämé, the private secretary of Çré
Caitanya Mahäprabhu has said:
yäha, bhägavata paòa vaiñëavera sthäne
ekänta äçraya kara caitanya-caraëe
“If you want to understand Çrémad-Bhägavatam,” he said,
“you must approach a self-realised Vaiñëava and hear from
him. You can do this when you have completely taken shelter
of the lotus feet of Çré Caitanya Mahäprabhu.”17

In conclusion it is worth noting the rarity of great self-realised
souls by the words of Lord Çiva spoken to Parvati:

VIII

guravo bahavaù santi
çiñya-vittäpahärakäù
durlabhaù sad-gurur
devi çiñya-santäpahärakaù
“One can find many gurus who can take away the wealth of
their disciples, but there are few who can remove the miseries
of their disciples.”18

The quotes in this booklet do not demonstrate an exhaustive
list; there are many, many more quotes on this topic. If you have
any quotes that can assist in this endeavour please send them to
info@tattvadarshan.com for publishing. Please note that all quotes
will need to be referenced.
Your servants,
The Publishers
@Tattva-Darshan Media.
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Not That You Have To Associate
With The Author
From a Morning walk with Çréla Prabhupäda
May 21, 1975 Melbourne, Australia

Madhudviña: ...cannot become a medical practitioner by
simply reading the books. He must study under a medical
practitioner. So in the case of your books, is it possible
to become a devotee without actually having personal
association with you? Just by reading your books?
Çréla Prabhupäda: No, it is not that you have to associate with
the author.* But one who knows, if you cannot understand
you have to take lesson from him. Not necessarily that you
have to contact with the author always.
*Editor’s note: Text in bold accentuated by the editor. This is an interesting
point here made by Çréla Prabhupäda, “...No, it is not that you have to associate
with the author. But one who knows, if you cannot understand you have to take
lesson from him...” On page VIII of the introduction of this book is described
what Çréla Svarüpa Dämodara Gosvämé, the private secretary of Çré Caitanya
Mahäprabhu, has said about who to go to for instructions. We do not need to
go to the author, but we have to go to someone who knows the subject matter.
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Devotee: Just like the textbooks are not written by the
teachers; they’re written by other professors.
Devotee: Usually you don’t even meet the author.
Çréla Prabhupäda: Simply one who knows the subject
matter, he can explain.
Madhudviña: But can your, would your purports, would
that serve as explanation besides...
Çréla Prabhupäda: No, no, anyone who knows the subject
matter, he will be able to explain. Not necessarily the author
is required to be present there. [break] ...to study from a
medical man, I never said you have to study from the author.
Or one who understood the author’s purpose. Just like we
are explaining Bhagavad-gétä as it is. Not that one has to learn
directly from Kåñëa. One who has understood Kåñëa, from
him. That is paramparä system.

The Path Of Hearing
“Factually the path of bhakti-yoga is the path of hearing…” (Çrémad-Bhägavatam 4.28.65)

çunile khaëòibe cittera ajïänädi doña
kåñëe gäòha prema habe, päibe santoña
“Simply hearing submissively will free one’s heart
from all the faults of ignorance, and thus one will achieve
deep love for Krsna. This is the path of peace” (Çré
Caitanya-caritämåta, Ädi-lélä 1.107)
“My dear Lord, by expanding Your transcendental vibrations, You reveal the actual meaning of everything.”
(Çrémad-Bhägavatam 4.24.40)

2

“Simply by hearing about Him, one develops love for
Him. That is the gift of the Lord.” (Teachings of Lord Caitanya - Chapter 15 explanation of the ätmäräma verse)

Tac chåëu: “Hear from Me.” [tat—that; çåëu—try
to hear] (Bhagavad-gétä 7.1)
“The favour of the spiritual master is not received
through any other part of the body but the ears.” (ÇrémadBhägavatam 3.22.7 purport by Çréla Prabhupäda)

In Touch With
A Realised Spiritual Master
“...Therefore out of thousands and thousands of men,
one may inquire about his spirit self and thus consult the
revealed scriptures like Vedänta-sütras, Bhagavad-gétä and
Çrémad-Bhägavatam. But in spite of reading and hearing
such scriptures, unless one is in touch with a realised
spiritual master, he cannot actually realise the real nature of self, etc. And out of thousands and hundreds of
thousands of men, someone may know what Lord Kåñëa
is in fact...” (Çrémad-Bhägavatam 3.2.71 purport by Çréla
Prabhupäda)

Accepting Guru
“Çréla Rüpa Gosvämé has given directions, in his Bhakti-rasämåta-sindhu, on how to accept a bona fide spiritual master and how to deal with him. First, the desiring
candidate must find a bona fide spiritual master, and
then he must very eagerly receive instructions from him
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and execute them. This is reciprocal* service.” (ÇrémadBhägavatam 3.22.7 purport by Çréla Prabhupäda)
“As for acceptance of the spiritual master, that is essential, because without the instruction of a bona fide spiritual master one cannot progress in the spiritual science.
One should approach the spiritual master with all humility and offer him all services so that he will be pleased
to bestow his blessings upon the disciple.” (Bhagavad-gétä
13.8 purport by Çréla Prabhupäda)
“When the living entity is lost in the forest of the material world, in the struggle for existence, his first business is to find a bona fide guru** who is always engaged
at the lotus feet of the Supreme Personality of Godhead,
Viñëu. After all, if he is at all eager to be relieved of the
struggle for existence, he must find a bona fide guru and
take instructions at his lotus feet. In this way he can get
out of the struggle.” (Çrémad-Bhägavatam 5.14.1 purport
by Çréla Prabhupäda)
“Therefore the process is that if you want to make
progress in Kåñëa consciousness, then you have to find
out a guru who is mahätmä.*** Ädau gurväçrayam. That is
the first business. Ädau, in the beginning, gurväçrayam,
to take shelter of a bona fide mahätmä guru. That is the
Vedic instruction. Tad-vijïänärthaà sa gurum eva abhigac-

*Editor’s note: The Oxford Dictionary describes reciprocal as: given, felt, or done
in return; binding each of two parties; expressing mutual action or relationship.
Again person-to-person contact.

**Editor’s note: Please note the use of the words, ‘find a bona fide guru’ and ‘he
must find a bona fide guru’. This is a personal specific relationship with a highly
qualified guru. This is the act of finding.

***Mahätmä: A “great soul” an exalted Vaiñëava, devotee of Lord Kåñëa, free from
any material contamination.
4

chet [MU 1.2.12]. ‘Must,’ abhigacchet. This verb is used —
“must.” It is not, ‘Oh, I can do without guru.’ No, that
is not possible. That is not possible. If you want to understand the transcendental science, spiritual science,
you must approach. Gacchet. This, this form of verb used
when there is the meaning ‘must’.” (Çréla Prabhupäda
lecture, Våndävana August 10, 1974)

guru-pädäçraya, dékñä, gurura sevana
sad-dharma-çikñä-påcchä, sädhu-märgänugamana
“On the path of regulative devotional service, one
must observe the following items: (1) One must accept a
bona fide spiritual master. (2) One must accept initiation
from him. (3) One must serve him. (4) One must receive
instructions from the spiritual master and make inquiries
in order to learn devotional service. (5) One must follow
in the footsteps of the previous äcäryas and follow the
directions given by the spiritual master.” (Çré Caitanyacaritämåta, Madhya-lélä 22.115)

ato guruà praëamyaivaà
sarva-svaà vinivedya ca
gåhëéyäd vaiñëavaà mantraà
dékñä-pürvaà vidhänataù
“It is the duty of every human being to surrender to a
bona fide spiritual master. Giving him everything - body,
mind and intelligence - one must take Vaiñëava initiation
from him.” (Çré Hari-bhakti-viläsa 2.10)

sarva-deça-käla-daçäya janera kartavya
guru-päçe sei bhakti prañöavya, çrotavya
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“It is therefore the duty of every man - in every country, in every circumstance and at all times - to accept the
bona fide spiritual master, question him about devotional service and listen to him explain the process.” (Çré Caitanya-caritämåta, Madhya-lélä 25.122)

adékñitasya vämoru kåtaà sarvaà nirarthakam
paçu-yonim aväpnoti dékñä-virahito janaù
“Unless one is initiated by a bona fide spiritual master, all his devotional activities are useless. A person
who is not properly initiated can descend again into the
animal species.” (Hari-bhakti-viläsa 2.6 quoted from the
Viñëu-yämala)
“One should always remember that a person who is
reluctant to accept a spiritual master and be initiated is
sure to be baffled in his endeavour to go back to Godhead. One who is not properly initiated may present himself as a great devotee, but in fact he is sure to encounter
many stumbling blocks on his path of progress toward
spiritual realisation, with the result that he must continue his term of material existence without relief. Such a
helpless person is compared to a ship without a rudder,
for such a ship can never reach its destination. It is imperative, therefore, that one accept a spiritual master if he at
all desires to gain the favour of the Lord.
The service of the spiritual master is essential.... If one
thinks that he is above consulting anyone else, including
a spiritual master, he is at once an offender at the lotus
feet of the Lord. Such an offender can never go back to
Godhead...” (Çré Caitanya-caritämåta, Ädi-lélä 1.35 purport
Çréla AC Bhaktivedanta Swami)
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“…Even for a king like Mahäräja Parékñit there was
need of a spiritual master for guidance. Without such
guidance one cannot make progress in spiritual life. The
spiritual master must be bona fide, and one who wants
to have self-realisation must approach and take shelter
of a bona fide spiritual master to achieve real success…”
(Çrémad-Bhägavatam 1.16.3 purport Çréla Prabhupäda)
“…The principle of accepting a spiritual master, as
mentioned in the seventh [eighth] verse, is essential.
Even for one who takes to devotional service, it is most
important. Transcendental life begins when one accepts
a bona fide spiritual master. The Supreme Personality of
Godhead, Çré Kåñëa, clearly states here that this process
of knowledge is the actual path. Anything speculated beyond this is nonsense…” (Bhagavad-gétä 13.8 purport Çréla
Prabhupäda)

Vyasadeva Had Need Of A Spiritual Master
“Although formally Çréla Närada Åñi is his spiritual
master, Çréla Vyäsadeva is not at all dependent on a spiritual master because in essence he is the spiritual master of everyone else. But because he is doing the work
of an äcärya, he has taught us by his own conduct that
one must have a spiritual master, even though he be God
Himself. Lord Çré Kåñëa, Lord Çré Räma and Lord Çré Caitanya Mahäprabhu, all incarnations of Godhead, accepted formal spiritual masters, although by Their transcendental nature They were cognizant of all knowledge.”
(Çrémad-Bhägavatam 1.5.21 purport Çréla Prabhupäda)
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“There are many inexperienced persons who advocate
self-realisation without the help of a spiritual master.
They decry the necessity of the spiritual master and try
themselves to take his place by propagating the theory
that a spiritual master is not necessary.* Çrémad-Bhägavatam, however, does not approve this viewpoint. Even
the great transcendental scholar Vyäsadeva had need of
a spiritual master, and under the instruction of his spiritual master, Närada, he prepared this sublime literature,
Çrémad-Bhägavatam. Even Lord Caitanya, although He is
Kåñëa Himself, accepted a spiritual master; even Lord
Kåñëa accepted a spiritual master, Sändépani Muni, in order to be enlightened; and all the äcäryas and saints of the
world had spiritual masters. In Bhagavad-gétä Arjuna accepted Kåñëa as his spiritual master, although there was
no necessity of such a formal declaration. So, in all cases,
there is no question about the necessity of accepting a
spiritual master. The only stipulation is that the spiritual
master should be bona fide; i.e., the spiritual master must
be in the proper chain of disciplic succession, called the
paramparä system.” (Çrémad-Bhägavatam 3.7.39 purport)

Approach A Bona Fide Spiritual Master
“So we have to follow the principle of religion; otherwise we are misguided. Just like a child has to be sent
to school to understand, to become learned scholar. It is
compulsory, not that I may send my child to school or if I
like, I don’t send. No. It is compulsory. Tad-vijïänärthaà

*Editor’s note: It is seen that those who advocate the philosophy of åtvik initiation are themselves taking the place of a bona fide guru and are promoting a
false and inconclusive process not supported by scripture or cultural precedent.
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sa gurum eväbhigacchet [MU 1.2.12]*. This is Vedic injunction. If you want to be learned fully, especially if you want
to learn the transcendental science, gurum eva abhigacchet:
‘One must go to a guru.’ Guru—the spiritual master as well
as the teacher also, guru. So he must att..., he must go to a
guru. Tad viddhi praëipätena paripraçnena sevayä [Bg. 4.34].
And going to guru, what you have to do? Praëipätena. You
have to fully surrender. Paripraçnena. After surrendering,
then you can enquire, you can put question. Otherwise,
it is illegal. If you do not accept anybody as guru, then
don’t put question before him to waste his time and your
time. This is the process. First of all find out whom you
like to accept as guru. Then put question. But sometimes
we have to talk with persons who is not student: outsider.
That is preaching work. But çästra says that one should
approach a guru, and with surrender he would ask him,
and guru will talk with a person who is surrendered. Otherwise, there is no necessity of talk, because he will not
accept. One who has come to challenge the guru, so he
will simply waste time. He will not accept. But a disciple
who has surrendered, he will accept. Therefore talking
is recommended between guru and disciple, not outsider. Tad-vijïänärthaà sa gurum eva abhigacchet [MU 1.2.12].
*tad-vijïänärthaà sa gurum eväbhigacchet
samit-päëiù çrotriyaà brahma-niñöham
“To understand these things properly, one must humbly approach, with firewood in hand, a spiritual master who is learned in the Vedas and firmly devoted
to the Absolute Truth.” [Muëòaka Upaniñad 1.2.12]
Editors note: Here the words, ‘one must humbly approach’ again the act of approaching, again personal and person to person contact. Also the phrase, ‘...
Therefore talking is recommended between guru and disciple...’ The guru speaks
to the disciple and the disciple speaks to the guru, again person to person contact.
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This is essential. And guru trains the disciple according to
the Vedic principle. Therefore there are division of varëa
and äçrama.” (Çréla Prabhupäda Çrémad-Bhägavatam 6.1.47
Lecture - Dallas, July 29, 1975)
“The path of spiritual realisation is undoubtedly difficult. The Lord therefore advises us to approach a bona
fide spiritual master in the line of disciplic succession
from the Lord Himself. No one can be a bona fide spiritual master without following this principle of disciplic
succession*...” (Bhagavad-gétä 4.34 purport)
“...The Lord is the original spiritual master, and a person in the disciplic succession can convey the message of
the Lord as it is to his disciple. No one can be spiritually realised by manufacturing his own process, as is the
fashion of the foolish pretenders. The Bhägavatam (6.3.19)
says, dharmaà tu säkñäd bhagavat-praëétam: the path of
religion is directly enunciated by the Lord. Therefore,
mental speculation or dry arguments cannot help one
progress in spiritual life. One has to approach a bona fide
spiritual master to receive the knowledge. Such a spiritual master should be accepted in full surrender, and one
should serve the spiritual master like a menial servant,
without false prestige. Satisfaction of the self-realised
spiritual master is the secret of advancement in spiritual life. Inquiries and submission constitute the proper
combination for spiritual understanding. Unless there
is submission and service, inquiries from the learned
spiritual master will not be effective. One must be able
to pass the test of the spiritual master, and when he sees

*Editor’s note: Please note this sentence, “...No one can be a bona fide spiritual
master without following this principle of disciplic succession...” Therefore how
can the disciplic succession (sampradäya) be followed if we maintain the idea that
it has stopped or come to an end! ‘Sampradäya now ends!’
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the genuine desire of the disciple, he automatically blesses the disciple with genuine spiritual understanding.
In this verse, both blind following and absurd inquiries
are condemned. One should not only hear submissively
from the spiritual master, but one must also get a clear
understanding from him, in submission and service and
inquiries. A bona fide spiritual master is by nature very
kind toward the disciple. Therefore when the student
is submissive and is always ready to render service, the
reciprocation of knowledge and inquiries becomes perfect.” (Bhagavad-gétä 4.34 purport)
“We have to receive mercy both from the spiritual master and Kåñëa. We cannot jump over to Kåñëa. That is another nonsense. We must approach Kåñëa through guru.
That is paramparä system. Kåñëa is not so cheap thing that
you can jump over. Somebody says, ‘Oh, why shall I accept guru? I can approach Kåñëa directly.’ No. Kåñëa does
not accept such... Mad-bhaktaù püjäbhyadhikaù. Kåñëa says
that ‘First of all you become devotee of My devotee.’”
(Çréla Prabhupäda lecture Bhagavad-gétä 2.2 in London,
August 3 1973)

ye me bhakta-janäù pärtha
na me bhaktäç ca te janäù
mad-bhaktänäà ca ye bhaktäs
te me bhakta-tamä matäù
“[Lord Kåñëa told Arjuna:] ‘Those who are My direct
devotees are actually not My devotees, but those who are
the devotees of My servant are factually My devotees.’”
(Ädi Puräëa, quoted in Caitanya-caritämåta, Madhya-lélä
11.28, and in Laghu-bhägavatämåta 2.6)
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“...The best way to establish our relation in transcendental sweetness is to approach Him [Lord Kåñëa]*
through His recognised devotees. One should not try to
establish the relation directly; there must be a via medium which is transparent and competent to lead us to the
right path.” (Çrémad-Bhägavatam 1.9.22 purport)

This Is Called The Parampara System
“...It is difficult, however, to understand Bhagavad-gétä
without the help of the guru. Therefore the guru appears
in the paramparä system...” (Çrémad-Bhägavatam 8.24.53
purport)
“Here the process of devotional service is further explained. Kaçyapa Muni wanted to instruct Aditi in the
same process recommended to him by Brahmä for satisfying the Supreme Personality of Godhead. This is valuable. The guru does not manufacture a new process to
instruct the disciple. The disciple receives from the guru
an authorised process received by the guru from his guru.
This is called the system of disciplic succession (evaà
paramparä-präptaà imaà räjarñayo viduù [Bg. 4.2]). This
is the bona fide Vedic system of receiving the process
of devotional service, by which the Supreme Personality of Godhead is pleased. Therefore, to approach a bona
fide guru, or spiritual master, is essential. The bona fide
spiritual master is he who has received the mercy of his
guru, who in turn is bona fide because he has received
the mercy of his guru. This is called the paramparä system.
Unless one follows this paramparä system, the mantra one
receives will be chanted for no purpose. Nowadays there
are so many rascal gurus who manufacture their mantras

*Editor’s note: The words [Lord Kåñëa] have been added by the editor.
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as a process for material advancement, not spiritual advancement. Still, the mantra cannot be successful if it is
manufactured. Mantras and the process of devotional
service have special power, provided they are received
from the authorised person*.” (Çrémad-Bhägavatam 8.16.24
purport)

General Rules Are Not Changed
Çréla Bhaktivinoda Öhäkura has written:
“After finding a qualified guru, a faithful disciple
should serve him with firm conviction and without duplicity. One should accept initiation and kåñëa-mantra
after pleasing the guru. Those who are averse to taking
initiation and only make a drama of pseudo-kértana while
advertising themselves as Vaiñëavas certainly cheat
themselves. It is not the duty of materialistic persons to
renounce the process of initiation because a few great
souls like Jaòa Bharata did not take initiation. Initiation
is a constitutional injunction for every birth of the living

*Editor’s note: Çréla Prabhupäda wrote this at the end of his Bhagavad-gétä Pref-

ace. “...We hope, therefore, that people will derive the greatest benefit by studying Bhagavad-gétä As It Is as we have presented it here, and if even one man
becomes a pure devotee of the Lord we shall consider our attempt a success...”
[signed] A.C. Bhaktivedanta Swami
12 May 1971
Sydney, Australia
So, has the paramparä stopped or not? Has Çréla Prabhupäda been successful
or not in maintaining the sampradäya? This is a serious question with serious
ramifications. If we say that the paramparä has stopped then are we saying Çréla
Prabhupäda was not successful. If we say that Çréla Prabhupäda was successful
then the paramparä, knowledge handed down from bona fide guru to bona fide
disciple [who later on becomes the bona fide guru] etc., must be ongoing. Therefore there must be, at least, one disciple of Çréla Prabhupäda who is a bona fide
guru.
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entity. If initiation is not seen in the life of a perfected
soul, it should not be taken as an example. General rules
are not changed because something happens to a particular person in a special situation. Çré Dhruva Mahäräja went to Dhruvaloka in his material body; seeing that,
should one waste time hoping for the same? The general
rule is a living entity gives up his material body and goes
to Vaikuëöha in his spiritual body. General rules should
be accepted by people in general. Whenever and whatever is desired by the Lord, who is full of inconceivable
potencies, that only happens. Therefore we should never
transgress the general rules. After pleasing the guru by
serving him without duplicity, one should receive from
him instructions on the Absolute Truth and initiation into
chanting the holy name of the Lord. (Follow the Mahäjana by Çréla Bhaktivinoda Öhäkura, From Çré Bhaktyäloka.
The six qualities that enhance Bhakti.)

Direct Communication With Guru
Çréla Bhaktisiddhänta Sarasvaté Öhäkura Prabhupäda has
stated:
Question: Is it essential to associate and serve the spiritual master directly?
Çréla Bhaktisiddhänta Sarasvaté Öhäkura Prabhupäda:
“We should certainly communicate directly with the
spiritual master. Those who do not wish to serve and associate with their spiritual master personally are bound
to be cheated. Direct communication with guru is the first
step on the path of divine service.”
“It is not enough to serve the spiritual master with
awe and reverence only from a distance; we must serve
him with strong faith and love. The best example of this
14

is the intimate service Çréla Raghunätha däsa rendered
to Çréla Svarüpa Dämodara Prabhu.” (Amåta Väëé Nectar of Instructions for Immortality Çréla Bhaktisiddhänta
Sarasvaté Öhäkura Prabhupäda)
Dr. Patel: Sat-saìga is continuously coming in contact
with such gurus like you or, I mean, reading that çästras,
also is a sat-saìga.
Prabhupäda: But reading... By reading, you cannot understand. Tad vijïänärthaà sa gurum eväbhigacchet: [MU
1.2.12]. That is also vidhiliì*: “In order to understand that
science, he must go to guru.” (Çréla Prabhupäda morning
walk January 8, 1977 Bombay)
“Because when you make a spiritual master you have
got personal touch. Not that in air you make a spiritual
master. You make a spiritual master concrete. So as soon
as you make a spiritual master, you should be inquisitive.” (Çréla Prabhupäda lecture in London September
3rd 1971)

The Bona Fide Guru Is...
“In the Eleventh Canto of Çrémad-Bhägavatam Prabuddha tells Mahäräja Nimi ‘My dear King, please know for
certain that in the material world there is no happiness. It
is simply a mistake to think that there is happiness here,
because this place is full of nothing but miserable conditions. Any person who is seriously desirous of achieving
real happiness must seek out a bona fide spiritual master
and take shelter of him by initiation. The qualification of

*Editor’s note: Vidhiliì. This form of verb is used in Sanskrit grammar, and the
meaning [quite emphatic] is: “You must.” Therefore one must go to guru. “...he
must go to guru.”
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a spiritual master is that he must have realised the conclusion of the scriptures by deliberation and arguments
and thus be able to convince others of these conclusions.
Such great personalities who have taken shelter of the
Supreme Godhead, leaving aside all material considerations, are to be understood as bona fide spiritual masters. Everyone should try to find such a bona fide spiritual master in order to fulfill his mission of life, which is to
transfer himself to the plane of spiritual bliss.’” (Nectar of
Devotion Chapter Seven – Evidence Regarding Devotional Principles)
“My dear King, a disciple has to accept the spiritual
master not only as spiritual master, but also as the representative of the Supreme Personality of Godhead and the
Supersoul. In other words, the disciple should accept the
spiritual master as God because he is the external manifestation of Kåñëa.” (Nectar of Devotion Chapter Seven –
Evidence Regarding Devotional Principles)

The Caitya Guru
kåñëa yadi kåpä kare kona bhägyaväne
guru-antaryämi-rüpe çikhäya äpane
“Kåñëa is situated in everyone’s heart as the caitya-guru, the spiritual master within. When He is kind to some
fortunate conditioned soul, He personally gives one lessons to progress in devotional service, instructing the
person as the Supersoul within and the spiritual master
without.” (Çré Caitanya-caritämåta, Madhya-lélä 22.47)
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“Every living entity is essentially a servant of the Supreme Personality of Godhead, and the spiritual master
is also His servant. Still, the spiritual master is a direct
manifestation of the Lord. With this conviction, a disciple
can advance in Kåñëa consciousness. The spiritual master
is non-different from Kåñëa because he is a manifestation
of Kåñëa.” (Sri Caitanya-caritamrita, Ädi-lélä 1.44 purport)
“Kåñëa appears in two ways. He appears as antaryämi,
the Supersoul within himself, within oneself, and He appears as the spiritual master, externally. Caitya-guru and
dékñä-guru. Caitya-guru... As caitya-guru, as the supreme
spiritual master, He is in everyone’s heart. And His representative... In order to help externally the sincere person, He sends the spiritual master. Therefore the spiritual master from outside and the caitya-guru from inside,
they are helping. The Supreme Personality is helping a
devotee, a real, serious devotee two ways: from within,
from without. The Caitanya-caritämåta therefore says that
kåñëera prakäça, manifestation of Kåñëa, a spiritual master.” (Çréla Prabhupäda Lecture Çrémad-Bhägavatam Gorakhpur February 10 1971)

jéve säkñät nähi täte guru caittya-rüpe
çikñä-guru haya kåñëa-mahänta-svarüpe
“Since one cannot visually experience the presence of
the Supersoul, He appears before us as a liberated devotee. Such a spiritual master is none other than Kåñëa
Himself.” (Sri Caitanya-caritamrita, Ädi-lélä 1.58)
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God Sends You A Spiritual Master
Mr. O’Grady: The problem is to find this spiritual master.
Çréla Prabhupäda: That is not the problem. The problem
is whether you are sincere. You have problems, but God
is within your heart. Éçvaraù sarva-bhütänäà [Bg.18.61].
God is not far away. If you are sincere, God sends you a
spiritual master. Therefore God is also called caitya-guru, the spiritual master within the heart. God helps from
within and from without. Everything is thus described in
the Bhagavad-gétä. This material body is like a machine,
but within the heart is the soul, and with the soul is the
Supersoul, Kåñëa, who gives directions. The Lord says,
“You wanted to do this; now here is the chance. Go and
do it.” If you are sincere, you say, “Now, God, I want
You.” Then He will give you directions. “Yes, now you
come and get Me like this.” This is His kindness. However, if we want something else, that is all right. We can
have it. God is very kind. When I want something, He is
in my heart directing me and telling me how to have it. So
why should He not give directions on how to have a spiritual master? First of all we must again be eager to revive
our God consciousness. Then God will give us a spiritual
master. (Science of Self Realisation chapter 7 Exploring the
Spiritual Frontier)

So One Must Be Sincere
“So, finding a bona fide guru requires intelligence and
sincerity. If you are serious about understanding the goal
of life, spiritual knowledge, then Kåñëa will help you. He
is situated in everyone’s heart, and he understands when
you are sincerely seeking the Absolute Truth. Then He
gives direction: ‘Go to this person.’” (The Quest for En18

lightenment – Chapter Three The Spiritual Master - The
Shelter from All Dangers by AC Bhaktivedanta Swami
Çréla Prabhupada)
“…So you must know, if you are so foolish that you
go to a butcher shop and ask him to supply diamond
or gold, then you’ll be cheated. You must know at least
where to go and purchase gold or diamond. These are
valuable things. So that requires little intelligence and
sincerity. If we are sincere that ‘I want to purchase gold
or diamond...’ This is crude example, but the spiritual inquiry... if one is actually serious about understanding the
goal of life, spiritual knowledge, then Kåñëa is situated
in everyone’s heart. He understands how this person is
sincerely seeking. Then He’ll give direction that ‘You do
this.’ He is giving direction in every respect. We want to
do so many things, so Kåñëa is giving us facility.
éçvaraù sarva-bhütänäà
håd-deçe ‘rjuna tiñöhati
bhrämayan sarva-bhütäni
[Bg. 18.61]
He is giving all facilities. But when one becomes actually very much eager to understand Kåñëa, God, He is
very glad to give instruction, that ‘You go to such and
such person and you submissively inquire, and you’ll
be...’ Guru-kåñëa kåpäya päya bhakti-latä-béja [Cc. Madhya 19.151]. By the mercy of guru, by the mercy of Kåñëa,
one can make advancement in spiritual understanding.
So one must be sincere. Then every direction is there.”
(From a lecture by Çréla Prabhupäda Washington DC July
8, 1976)
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“The Personality of Godhead may not be present
before one’s eyes, but if one is sincere in wanting such
guidance the Lord will send a bona fide person who can
guide one properly back home, back to Godhead.... The
bona fide representative of God is as good as God Himself. Or, in other words, the loving representative of the
Lord is more kind and more easy to approach. A sinful
soul cannot approach the Lord directly, but such a sinful
man can very easily approach a pure devotee of the Lord.
And if one agrees to put himself under the guidance of
such a devotee of the Lord, he can also understand the
science of God and can also become like the transcendental pure devotee of the Lord and thus get his liberation
back to Godhead, back home for eternal happiness.” (Srimad-Bhagavatam 2.7.46 purport)
“... Where, then, is the difficulty in finding a guru? If
one is sincere he can find the guru and learn everything.
One should take lessons from the guru and find out the
goal of life.”* (Çrémad-Bhägavatam 8.24.53 purport)
“...The Lord Himself appears as the spiritual master to
a person who is sincere in heart about serving the Lord.
Therefore the bona fide spiritual master who happens to
meet the sincere devotee** should be accepted as the most
confidential and beloved representative of the Lord. If a
person is posted under the guidance of such a bona fide

*Editor’s note: We must be sincere, we must find bona fide guru and learn everything from him. Simple.

**Editor’s note: Çréla Prabhupäda tells us that one must be sincere. Further, by

explaining that ‘the bona fide spiritual master who happens to meet the sincere
devotee’, he is clearly pointing out to us that our process is a living, personal process. The spiritual master meets the disciple and the disciple meets the
spiritual master. Also another point is that if one receives guidance of guru that
means he has the Lord’s grace - i.e. those who deny that we need such direct
guidance under guru are taking their followers away from the Lord’s grace.
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spiritual master, it may be accepted without any doubt
that the desiring person has achieved the grace of the
Lord.” (Çrémad-Bhägavatam 2.9.7 purport)

Hearing Is Everything
“...One should be very careful to receive the message
from the spiritual master through the ears and execute it
faithfully. That will make one’s life successful...” (ÇrémadBhägavatam 3.22.7 purport)
“One has to receive the transcendental sound from the
right source, accept it as a reality and prosecute the direction without hesitation. The secret of success is to receive
the sound from the right source of a bona fide spiritual
master. Mundane manufactured sound has no potency,
and as such, seemingly transcendental sound received
from an unauthorised person also has no potency. One
should be qualified enough to discern such transcendental potency, and either by discriminating or by fortunate
chance if one is able to receive the transcendental sound
from the bona fide spiritual master, his path of liberation
is guaranteed.” (Çrémad-Bhägavatam 2.9.8 purport)
“You are correct when you say that when the Spiritual
Master speaks it should be taken that Krishna is speaking. That is a fact.” (Çréla Prabhupäda Letter, June 10th,
1969)
“The first thing is çravaëa. Çravaëa means hearing.
One has to hear from authorities. That is the beginning
of spiritual life or Kåñëa consciousness. Just like Arjuna.
He achieved his spiritual consciousness, or Kåñëa con-
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sciousness, by hearing from Kåñëa. Similarly, one has to
hear from Kåñëa or from the representative of Kåñëa. One
who presents Kåñëa’s words as it is—from him one has
to hear because at the present moment we have no opportunity to hear directly. To hear directly from Kåñëa
is there. The arrangement is there. Kåñëa is situated in
everyone’s heart, and one can hear from Him very easily,
anywhere and everywhere, but he must have the training
how to hear. For that purpose one requires the help of
the representative of Kåñëa. ...So in the Caitanya-caritämåta it is also said that spiritual master is the direct manifestation of Kåñëa. Kåñëa comes before the devotee as
spiritual master just like sun enters your room by the
sunshine. Although the sun does not enter your room or
your city or your country—he is so many millions and
millions of miles away—still, he can enter everywhere by
his potency, the sunshine. Similarly, Kåñëa enters everywhere by His different potencies. And to receive this light
from Kåñëa, one has to hear. Hearing is so important.”
(San Francisco March 16, 1967 Purport on Bhajahü re mana
Tape reference - 670316PU.SF)

In 1959, just after entering the renounced order of life,
Çréla Prabhubada composed this narration:
“A pure living entity, being always subservient to the
Almighty Godhead Çré Kåñëa, should reverentially give
an aural reception to the transcendental sound emanating from the mouth of a self-realised soul describing the
glories of the Personality of Godhead. Only a self-realised soul can produce the powerful effect of transcendental sound. Devotees must live thoroughly honest lives in
all respects by their body, mind, and words. These are
the simple methods of culturing spiritual realisation to
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its zenith.” (In Search of the Ultimate Goal of Life - Hear
from Realised Souls, pre 1967 by Srila A. C. Bhaktivedanta Swami Prabhupäda )
“The transcendental form of eternal bliss and knowledge can be experienced by our original spiritual senses,
which can be revived by chanting of the holy mantras,
or transcendental sound representations. Such sound
should be received from the transparent agency of the
bona fide spiritual master, and the chanting may be practiced by the direction of the spiritual master. That will
gradually lead us nearer to the Lord.” (Çrémad-Bhägavatam
1.5.38 purport)
“…One should be intelligent enough to understand
or to hear kathä of Kåñëa. Simply you have to do this.
Just like you are all sitting here. It doesn’t require that
you have to pass M.A. examination, Ph.D. examination.
God has given you the ear. Simply you sit down and hear
from a realised person. The words are there, the message
are there. Just like Çrémad-Bhägavatam, Bhagavad-gétä, especially. Everything is there to understand about God.
Simply you have to increase your attachment for hearing.
That is, that qualification required. Not that first of all
you pass M.A. examination, then you come here and you
can understand. No. Simply by hearing, hearing, hearing, you will become expert. Kovida. Simply. That... This
process has been approved by Caitanya Mahäprabhu.
Sthäne sthitäù çruti-gatäà tanu-väì-manobhiù. You can remain in your position, but try to hear the transcendental message from realised soul. Then gradually you will
be enlightened and you will be free from this knot, this
material bondage…” (Çréla Prabhupäda lecture ÇrémadBhägavatam 1.2.15 Los Angeles August 18 1972)

23

[This is King Påthu speaking to the Lord], “My dear
Lord, I therefore do not wish to have the benediction of
merging into Your existence, a benediction in which there
is no existence of the nectarean beverage of Your lotus
feet. I want the benediction of at least one million ears,
for thus I may be able to hear about the glories of Your lotus feet from the mouths of Your pure devotees.” (ÇrémadBhägavatam 4.20.24 verse)
Purport: “…Mahäräja Påthu wanted to have a million
ears to hear the glories of the lotus feet of the Lord. He
specifically mentioned that the glories of the Lord should
emanate from the mouths of pure devotees, who speak
from the cores of their hearts. …Çrémad-Bhägavatam became more relishable because it emanated from the
mouth of Çréla Çukadeva Gosvämé. One might think that
these glories of the Lord can be heard from anywhere,
from the mouths of either devotees or nondevotees, but
here it is specifically mentioned that the glories of the
Lord must emanate from the mouths of pure devotees.
Çré Sanätana Gosvämé has strictly prohibited hearing
from the mouth of a nondevotee. There are many professional reciters of Çrémad-Bhägavatam who speak the narrations very ornamentally, but a pure devotee does not
like to hear from them because such glorification of the
Lord is simply a vibration of material sound. But when
heard from the mouth of a pure devotee, glorification of
the Lord is immediately effective.
The words satäà prasaìgän mama vérya-saàvido (Bhäg.
3.25.25)* mean that glorification of the Lord is potent
when uttered from the mouth of a pure devotee...”
(Çrémad-Bhägavatam 4.20.24 purport)

*Editor’s note: This verse clearly explains that we need to hear the glorification
of the Lord in association with pure devotees, çuddha-bhaktas.
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“It is explained in the previous verse that one has to
hear glorification of the Lord from the mouth of a pure
devotee. This is further explained here. The transcendental vibration from the mouth of a pure devotee is so
powerful that it can revive the living entity’s memory of
his eternal relationship with the Supreme Personality of
Godhead...
“…This awakening voice comes through the mouth of
a pure devotee.
…For a conditioned soul, therefore, it is very important to hear from the mouth of a pure devotee, who is fully
surrendered to the lotus feet of the Lord without any material desire, speculative knowledge or contamination of
the modes of material nature.
“...Therefore, this process of hearing from the mouth
of a pure devotee is very important for making progress
in the line of spiritual understanding.” (From ÇrémadBhägavatam 4.20.25 purport)
“Concerning your questions: Yes, it will help to read
Bhagavad-gita but you have to hear from the realised person. Without the help of guru, if you read independently,
you may be misguided. … Our system, the Vedic system,
is to approach the right person and hear from him exactly as Arjuna listened from Krishna. Mental speculation
will not help. Hearing is the main point. …That is the
difference, hearing from devotees, the sound vibration
coming from the realised person. Tattva-darsana--hearing from one who has seen the truth. Reading or hearing from the realised person there is no difference, but
hearing the sound vibration from the realised soul is still
more effective, better.” (Letter to: Punjabi Premanand,
Bombay 16 April, 1976)
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“So hearing is very important. Hearing. Just like
Arjuna heard from Kåñëa.” (Çréla Prabhupäda Room
Conversation - May 10, 1969, Columbus, Ohio)
“…Kåñëa’s another name is Ajita: He is never conquered. But any person who hears about Kåñëa, jïäne
prayäsam udapäsya namanta eva san-mukharitäà bhavadéya-värtäm, simply mental speculation, giving up this
bad habit, jïäne prayäsam udapäsya, leaving aside, namanta
eva, very humbly and meekly, if one hears from the realised soul about Kåñëa, then in any position, sthäne sthitäù,
because he is hearing from the realised soul, then one day
it will be possible to conquer the unconquerable. Präyaço
‘jita jito ‘py asi tais tri-lokyäm…” (Çréla Prabhupäda lecture
Bhagavad-gétä 4.12, Bombay, April 1 1974)
“You hear from the realised soul. God has given you
ear you can hear. It doesn’t require education. Formerly everyone was taking education simply by hearing.
There was no book. Therefore all the Vedic knowledge is
called çruti. … Çruti. So this Kåñëa consciousness movement is opening centres just to give you chance to hear
about Kåñëa, only hearing. Sthäne sthitäù çruti-gatäà tanu-väë-manobhiù. Simply by hearing, you become perfect. Just like Parékñit Mahäräja. At the time of point of
his death, he had no time to perform any yajïa or any big,
big thing. He simply heard Çrémad-Bhägavatam carefully.
Çré-viñëoù çravaëe parékñid abhavad vaiyäsakiù kértane. And
he became perfect simply by hearing.” (Çréla Prabhupäda
lecture Bhagavad-gétä 4.14 Bombay, India April 3, 1974)
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We Have To Follow
The Path Of Great Personalities
“Bhägavata means this, one who is related with Bhagavän. Bhägavata. From bhagavat-çabda, from the word bhägavata, bhägavata. So bhägavata means the grantha-bhägavata,
the book Bhägavata, and the devotee bhägavata. So either
you read Çrémad-Bhägavatam... But Çrémad-Bhägavatam
should be relished, understood through person bhägavatam. It is recommendation. Svarüpa Dämodara, Caitanya
Mahäprabhu’s secretary, personal secretary, he chastised
one brähmaëa. He wrote something wrong, and after all,
he gave him advice that ‘If you want to study Bhägavata,
then bhägavata paro giya bhägavata sthäne(?), try to understand Çrémad-Bhägavatam from a devotee, not from a professional man who is earning his livelihood by reading
Bhägavata.’ He must be practical bhägavata. Then you will
gain. Sanätana Gosvämé has also said that avaiñëava-mukhodgérëaà pütaà hari-kathämåtam. Hari-kathä, amåta, nectar, but still, although it is amåta, it is not to be received
from the mouth of a nondevotee. One must be practical
devotee, pure devotee. When he speaks, you should receive Bhägavata, the message of Bhägavata, Bhagavad-gétä
from him. ... And Svarüpa Dämodara, secretary of Lord
Caitanya, he has also the same thing, that bhägavata paro
giya bhägavata sthäne. Those who are practical bhägavata, life bhägavata, from them, from him try to understand
Bhägavata.
“So Caitanya Mahäprabhu’s instruction, His secretary’s instruction, and Sanätana Gosvämés... These are
mahäjana. Mahäjano yena gataù sa panthäù [Cc. Madhya
17.186]. We have to follow the path of great personalities.
Not of the fools and rascals. Then you’ll get the result.”
(Çrémad-Bhägavatam 1.2.18 lecture Våndävana October 29,
1972)
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From The Mouth – From The Lips
“...A businessman is always very eager to go to a place
where business is transacted. Similarly, a devotee is very
eager to hear from the lips of liberated devotees. As soon
as one hears the glories of the Lord from the liberated
devotees, he immediately becomes impregnated with
Kåñëa consciousness...” (From Çrémad-Bhägavatam purport 4.29.39-40)

kåñëa-nämera mahimä çästra-sädhu-mukhe jäni
nämera mädhuré aiche kähäì nähi çuni
“One has to learn about the beauty and transcendental position of the holy name of the Lord by hearing the
revealed scriptures from the mouths of devotees. Nowhere else can we hear of the sweetness of the Lord’s
holy name.” (Çré Caitanya-caritämåta, Antya-lélä 1.101)
“…My dear Lord, I therefore do not need any other
benediction but the opportunity to hear from the mouth
of Your pure devotee.” (From Çrémad-Bhägavatam verse
4.20.25)
“…. Kåñëa says that ‘Anyone who understands Me
in truth ...’ So how you will understand? Simply if you
hear about Him, then you will understand. Then you
will understand. So hearing is not very difficult job. But
you must hear from the realised soul. That is... Satäà
prasaìgän mama vérya-saàvidaù. If you hear from a professional man, that will not be effective. Hearing must be
from sädhu, from devotee, from the lips of the devotee.
Just like Çukadeva Gosvämé was speaking to Mahäräja
Parékñit…” (Çréla Prabhupäda lecture Çrémad-Bhägavatam
June 12, 1972)
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“Then what is required? Namanta eva. Just become
submissive. Don’t think yourself as very great philosopher, theologist, scientist. Just be humble. ‘My dear sir,
just be humble.’ Namanta eva. ‘Then what will be my
business? All right, I shall become humble. Then how I
shall make progress?’ Now, namanta eva san-mukharitäà
bhavadéya-värtäm. ‘Just hear the message of God.’ ‘From
whom?’ San-mukharitäm: ‘through the mouth of the devotees.’ Not professional, not gramophone — through
the mouth of, through the lips of real devotee.”* (July 8,
1975 6.1.24 Chicago)
“…What is the process? San-mukharitäà bhavadéya-värtäm: ‘You just try to understand the Supreme
from the reliable source.’ San-mukharitäm. Sat-mukharitäm.
Mukharita means from the lips, from the lips of realised souls. Just like Arjuna is understanding about God
from direct Kåñëa, from the lips of Kåñëa. Svayaà padmanäbha-mukham, mukha-niùsåtaù. So this is the process.
So similarly, if we understand about God through the
lips of Arjuna or his bona fide representative, that is the
process…” (Çréla Prabhupäda lecture Bhagavad-gétä 8.1415 New York, November 16 1966)
“...So these things are sometimes inconceivable. But
it is not inconceivable. It is possible to... Our real point
is that Çukadeva Gosvämé was not a grammarian, but he
learned everything from his father by hearing. Therefore
it is called çrüyamäëäyäm. If you hear from the right person, properly, then you become perfect. There is no need
of literary education. Therefore Vedas are called çruti.

*Editor’s note: You will notice that Çréla Prabhupäda points out that this transcendental sound cannot be received from a professional reciter or from a gramophone recording. Both are material and both cannot hold the living transcendental sound vibration.
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Çruti means... Formerly the students, they were learning everything. Their memory was so nice and sharp
that simply by hearing from guru’s mouth they would
learn. In the Kali-yuga, because the memory is not so
str... [break] ...Vyäsadeva recorded this in writing, that
‘The rascals will come henceforward. They will have not
very sharp brain, memory, so let me keep this literature
in writing so that in future they may take advantage of
it. Or somebody will read and they will hear. In this way
their life will be successful.’” (Lecture Çréla Prabhupäda
Çrémad-Bhägavatam 1.7.8 - Vrindavana, September 7, 1976)
“...If you simply becomes a gramophone speaker,
then it will not be effective. Gramophone or tape record
speaker, that will not be. You must be live speaker. Your
living condition should be spiritually, what is called, surcharged...” (Çréla Prabhupäda room conversation Mauritius October 5, 1975)
Guest: If you could just explain to me the difference between the... I mean, how this fits in, the monistic or the
idea of the unitary view that Kåñëa is everything, all and
in all. And then at the same time that the world, there
is this world of illusion which is somehow distinct from
Kåñëa. Could you just explain this point to me?
Çréla Prabhupäda: This is very easy to understand. Just
like you are recording my speeches in the tape recorder.
When you play back it will speak just like I am speaking, but I am not there.* Is it not fact?
Guest: Yes.
Çréla Prabhupäda: It will appear now I am speaking from

*Editor’s note: Çréla Prabhupäda’s choice of words here is very specific. The
meaning is clear, “It appears I am speaking from beyond this world.” It appears
when we hear the tape recording that he is there but as Çréla Prabhupäda states,
‘I am not there’.
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beyond this world.”
(room conversation Çréla Prabhupäda August 9th 1971
London – 710809, rc.lon)
“But Krsna says that itéyaà me bhinnä prakåtir añöadhä,
“These eight kinds of material elements, they are separated energy from Me.” Separated energy, you can understand very easily. Just like I am speaking and it is being
recorded in the tape recorder. When the tape recorder is
replayed again, you’ll find that I am speaking again. But
that speaking and my present speaking is different.* Therefore that speaking is separated energy. Now I
am speaking directly. That is not separated, but when it
is transferred to another matter that is separated energy.”
(lecture in Bombay on March 30 1971 Çréla Prabhupäda )

Çréla Viçvanätha Cakravati Öhäkura writes:
“… Uddhava says in Çrémad-Bhägavatam 11.29.6**:
‘Kåñëa reveals Himself through the äcärya (spiritual mas-

*Editor’s note: It is different. He is not speaking directly. It is separated energy,
separated from him, not him, it only appears to be him but he is not there.
**Editor’s note: It seems that we cannot get away from this point of hearing from
the living sädhu. “...from the lips...” “...from the mouth...”

*This is the verse quoted by Çréla Viçvanätha Cakravati Öhäkura:
naivopayanty apacitià kavayas taveça
brahmäyuñäpi kåtam åddha-mudaù smarantaù
yo ‘ntar bahis tanu-bhåtäm açubhaà vidhunvann
äcärya-caittya-vapuñä sva-gatià vyanakti
“O my Lord! Transcendental poets and experts in spiritual science could not
fully express their indebtedness to You, even if they were endowed with the
prolonged lifetime of Brahmä, for You appear in two features—externally as the
äcärya and internally as the Supersoul—to deliver the embodied living being by
directing him how to come to You.” (Çrémad-Bhägavatam 11.29.6)
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ter) or through the agency of the Supersoul.’ Thus some
devotees attain knowledge about the moods of Kåñëa and
His Vrajä associates from the mouth of a guru, some from
the mouth of a learned rägänuga devotee…” (Çré Çré Rägavartma-candrikä By Çréla Viçvanätha Cakravati Öhäkura,
Prathama Prakasha)

The Saffron Mercy Particles
“A pure devotee always engages in the service of the
Lord, taking shelter of His lotus feet, and therefore he
has a direct connection with the saffron mercy-particles
that are strewn over the lotus feet of the Lord. Although
when a pure devotee speaks the articulation of his voice
may resemble the sound of this material sky, the voice is
spiritually very powerful because it touches the particles
of saffron dust on the lotus feet of the Lord. As soon as a
sleeping living entity hears the powerful voice emanating from the mouth of a pure devotee, he immediately remembers his eternal relationship with the Lord, although
up until that moment he had forgotten everything.”*
(From Çrémad-Bhägavatam verse 4.20.25 purport)

*Editor’s note: This is why it is so very necessary to hear directly from a pure
devotee. Such a pure Vaiñëava has direct contact with the Lord. So the phrase
‘pure devotee’ is not such a cheap term to be loosely bandied about. In his purport of Çrémad-Bhägavatam verse 4.24.20 Çréla Prabhupäda states: “...or pure devotees, are also called great souls—but they are very rarely found. One can find
many great souls amongst yogés and jïänés, but a truly great soul, a pure devotee
of the Lord, who is fully surrendered to the Lord, is very rarely found...” Therefore it begs the question, can the sound on a tape, DVD, CD or MP3 have direct
connection with the particles of saffron dust on the lotus feet of the Lord. (These
being technical devices mere electrical impulses converted to sound through
various items of mechanical equipment). Or do we need to hear directly from a
living ‘self realised soul’?
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The Person Bhagavata
“Çrémad-Bhägavatam, or, for that matter, any other
scientific literature, cannot be studied at home by one’s
own intellectual capacity. Medical books of anatomy or
physiology are available in the market, but no one can
become a qualified medical practitioner simply by reading such books at home. One has to be admitted to the
medical college and study the books under the guidance
of learned professors. Similarly, Çrémad-Bhägavatam, the
postgraduate study of the science of Godhead, can only
be learned by studying it at the feet of a realised soul like
Çréla Vyäsadeva. Although Çukadeva Gosvämé was a liberated soul from the very day of his birth, he still had to
take lessons of Çrémad-Bhägavatam from his great father,
Vyäsadeva, who compiled the Çrémad-Bhägavatam under
the instruction of another great soul, Çré Närada Muni.
Lord Çré Caitanya Mahäprabhu instructed a learned brähmaëa to study Çrémad-Bhägavatam from a personal bhagävata.”* (Çrémad-Bhägavatam 2.1.8 purport)
“...So Kali-yuga is a very precarious condition: no
knowledge, ignorance, and no nirvåtti. Everyone is in
pravåtti. So whatever their condition may be, but if you
want actually freedom from this material conditional
life, then you should follow äcärya. Äcäryavän puruñaù.
Äcäryopäsanam. Kåñëa is personally acting as äcärya.
He’s coming again as äcärya, Çré Caitanya Mahäprabhu.
He has got so many representatives äcärya: Çré Rämänu-

*Editor’s note: Interestingly enough, Çukadeva Gosvämé was a liberated soul
from birth, but he still had to take lessons in Çrémad-Bhägavatam from his great
father, Vyäsadeva, who compiled the Çrémad-Bhägavatam under the instruction
of another great soul, Çré Närada Muni. We are thus taught that comprehending
Çrémad-Bhägavatam cannot be done independently of surrendering at the lotus
feet of the self-realised soul.
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jäcärya, Madhväcärya, Nimbärka, Viñëu Svämé, so many
äcäryas. Evaà paramparä-präptam [Bg. 4.2]. So take lesson
from the äcäryas. Çukadeva Gosvämé is äcärya. Vyäsadeva is äcärya. He’s making the next äcärya by teaching
him-adhyäpayäm äsa, çukam adhyäpayäm äsa—so that he
is becoming äcärya. So we have to go the äcärya and take
lesson....
“So Çukadeva Gosvämé is the next äcärya, but one has
to learn from the original äcärya. Evaà paramparä-präptam imaà räjarñayo viduù [Bg. 4.2]. So unless we come to
the paramparä system, äcärya after äcärya, there is no right
education. Therefore Caitanya Mahäprabhu’s private
secretary, personal secretary, Svarüpa Dämodara, he advised, bhägavat para giya bhägavat sthäne. If you want to
learn Çrémad-Bhägavatam, you go to a person whose life
is Bhägavatam. Grantha bhägavata and person bhägavata—
both of them bhägavatas. So bhägavat para giya bhägavat
sthane. One whose life is Bhägavatam and nothing else,
you should learn Bhägavatam from him, not from the professional person who are earning livelihood by reading
or reciting Çrémad-Bhägavatam. That will not be effective.
You have to find out like Çukadeva Gosvämé. Then this
study of Çrémad-Bhägavatam will be effective.”* (Lecture
Çréla Prabhupäda Çrémad-Bhägavatam 1.7.8 - Vrindavana,
September 7, 1976)

*Editor’s note: It is interesting that Çréla Prabhupäda has said: “He’s making the
next äcärya...” “...So we have to go the äcärya and take lesson...” “So Çukadeva
Gosvämé is the next äcärya...” Also in this lecture he has said: “...So unless we
come to the paramparä system, äcärya after äcärya, there is no right education...”
“...äcärya after äcärya...” And, “...You have to find out like Çukadeva Gosvämé.
Then this study of Çrémad-Bhägavatam will be effective...”
“...So we have to go the äcärya and take lesson...” This phrase implies the act of
going to someone and that is the äcärya. So we have to go to an äcärya.
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“Çruta. The specific meaning of çruta means this
knowledge has to be received through the ear, through
the tongue. Sevonmukhe hi jihvädau [Brs. 1.2.234]. Çrutagåhétayä. It is never explained in the Vedic literature that
the science of God can be understood by the eyes. No.
It has been mentioned, the tongue and the ear. These
are the sources. Çruta-gåhétayä. One must hear the Vedic
literature. The Vedic literature is called, therefore, çruti.
Çrotriyaà brahma-niñöham [MU 1.2.12]. Çrotriyam. Formerly there was no book. The students used to hear from
the spiritual master. Çruta, çrotriyam. That was perfect.
There was no need of literacy. That ear is sufficient. Çrutagåhétayä. Tac chraddadhänä munayo jïäna-vairägya...[SB
1.2.12]. And hearing, hearing, hearing, one becomes enlightened with knowledge, and the effect of knowledge is
vairägya. Vairägya, detachment.” (Lecture Çréla Prabhupäda Bhagavad-gétä 13.18 - Bombay, October 12, 1973)

Transcendental Sound
“...By vibrating this transcendental sound, the meaning of everything, both material and spiritual, is revealed...” (Çrémad-Bhägavatam 4.24.40 purport)
“The favour of the spiritual master is not received
through any other part of the body but the ears.” (ÇrémadBhägavatam 3.22.7 purport)
“Whatever devotees speak, however, is above mundane sound vibration. Such sounds are invested with
extraordinary power. As soon as they enter human ears,
they awaken people’s spiritual consciousness. These
sound vibrations can penetrate Brahmaloka, pass over
the Virajä River, and enter Vaikuëöha. The same sound
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that appears in this world from Vaikuëöha takes us back
to Vaikuëöha.”
“There is no way to connect ourselves with the transcendental object except by aural reception”
“I am in favour of transcendental sound. If you walk
with the heavy burden of the rubbish you have accumulated balanced on your head, you will not be able to move
an inch toward Vraja or the Lord. Those who are established as intellectual giants should suspend their philosophy for some time and hear transcendental sound.”
(Amåta Väëé Nectar of Instructions for Immortality Çréla
Bhaktisiddhänta Sarasvaté Öhäkura Prabhupäda)

Association Of The Bhagavatas
“This is the secret. Unless one is svänubhävam, self-realised, life is bhägavata, he cannot preach Bhägavata. That
is not... That will not be effective. A gramophone will not
help. Therefore Caitanya Mahäprabhu’s secretary, Svarüpa Dämodara, recommended, bhägavata pora giyä bhägavata-sthäne, that ‘If you want to read Çrémad-Bhägavatam,
you must approach a person who is life living Bhägavata.’ Bhägavata pora giyä bhägavata-sthäne. Otherwise, there
is no question of Bhägavata realisation.” (Rome ÇrémadBhägavatam 1.2.3 lecture May 27, 1974)
“…As Svarüpa Dämodara has said, if one wants to
learn the meaning of Çrémad-Bhägavatam, one must take
lessons from a realised soul…” (Çréla Prabhupada purport Çré Caitanya-caritämåta, Antya-lélä 7.53)
“…One should not proudly think that one can understand the transcendental loving service of the Lord simply by reading books. One must become a servant of a
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Vaiñëava… One must accept a Vaiñëava guru (ädau gurväçrayam), and then by questions and answers one should
gradually learn what pure devotional service to Kåñëa is.
That is called the paramparä system.” (Çréla Prabhupada
purport Çré Caitanya-caritämåta, Antya-lélä 7.53)

nañöa-präyeñv abhadreñu nityaà bhägavata-sevayä
bhagavaty uttama-çloke bhaktir bhavati naiñöhiké
“By regular attendance in classes on the Bhägavatam
and by rendering of service to the pure devotee, all that is
troublesome to the heart is almost completely destroyed,
and loving service unto the Personality of Godhead, who
is praised with transcendental songs, is established as an
irrevocable fact.” (Çrémad-Bhägavatam 1.2.18)
“Here is the remedy for eliminating all inauspicious
things within the heart which are considered to be obstacles in the path of self-realisation. The remedy is the association of the bhägavatas...” (Çrémad-Bhägavatam 1.2.18
from purport)
“…One Bhägavata is this book Bhägavata, another
bhägavata, the person bhägavata. Who lives on the book
Bhägavata, he is person bhägavata. Two kinds of bhägavata.
So we have to learn Bhägavatam from the living bhägavata... The two bhägavatas. You study Çrémad-Bhägavatam
from living bhägavata. So if one does not take or does not
surrender unto the living bhägavata, he cannot understand Çrémad-Bhägavatam.”* (Çréla Prabhupäda Lecture
Çrémad-Bhägavatam 2.3.23 in L.A. June 20th 1972)

*Editor’s note: The words quoted here ‘the living bhägavata’ and ‘surrender unto
the living bhägavata’ definitely denote personality. We need to have a personal
relationship with the living bhägavata.
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“...So bhägavatäù. Bhägavata means one who has his
relation with Bhagavän. From Bhagavän... Bhagavän
comes from the word bhägavata, and anything in relationship with Bhagavän, the Personality of Godhead, is called
bhägavata. Just like this book is called bhägavata because
it has nothing to do with any other thing except the activities of the Supreme Personality of... So Bhägavata. So
there are two kinds of bhägavata: the book Bhägavata and
the person bhägavata. So both of them are so pure that
wherever Bhägavata reading is going on... And Bhägavata reading should be performed by the bhägavata, person
bhägavata. Then it is very nice. Bhägavatäs tértha-bhütaù.
They are already purified, holy place of pilgrimage. Mahad-vicalanaà nèëäà gåhiëäà déna-cetasäm. Therefore,
the bhägavatas, they travel all over the world to purify
the ordinary human being because they are déna-cetasa.
Déna-cetasa. Déna means poor...” (From a lecture by Çréla
Prabhupäda Çrémad-Bhägavatam 1.13.10, Geneva June 1,
1974)
“...If we take advantage of this great Vedic literature,
then we become fully aware of Bhagavän and the devotees of Bhagavän. Therefore it is named Bhägavatam. But
this Bhägavatam has to be studied from the very beginning and take the lessons from live bhägavata...” (From
a lecture by Çréla Prabhupäda Çrémad-Bhägavatam 5.5.1,
Delhi November 28, 1975)
“Kåñëa continued, ‘One cannot purify himself by
travelling to holy places of pilgrimage and taking bath
there or by seeing the Deities in the temples. But if one
happens to meet* a great devotee, a mahätmä who is rep-

38

*Editor’s note: Again here the verb ‘to meet’ is used. Meeting with someone is
obviously very personal and as is written above, “...if one happens to meet a
great devotee, a mahätmä who is representative of the Personality of Godhead,
one becomes immediately purified...” This meeting with a mahatma, is all very
personal.

resentative of the Personality of Godhead, one becomes
immediately purified.’” (Kåñëa, The Supreme Personality of

Godhead - 1970 Edition : Volume 2 : KB 2-29 / Sacrificial Ceremonies Performed by Vasudeva)

A Realised Soul
yäha, bhägavata paòa vaiñëavera sthäne
ekänta äçraya kara caitanya-caraëe
“If you want to understand Çrémad-Bhägavatam,” he
said, ‘you must approach a self-realised Vaiñëava and
hear from him. You can do this when you have completely taken shelter of the lotus feet of Çré Caitanya Mahäprabhu.’” (Çré Caitanya-caritämåta, Antya-lélä 5.131)
“...if one wants to learn the meaning of ÇrémadBhägavatam, one must take lessons from a realised soul.
One should not proudly think that one can understand
the transcendental loving service of the Lord simply by
reading books. One must become a servant of a Vaiñëava. As Narottama däsa Öhäkura has confirmed, chäòiyä
vaiñëava-sevä nistära peyeche kebä: one cannot be in a transcendental position unless one very faithfully serves a
pure Vaiñëava. One must accept a Vaiñëava guru (ädau
gurv-äçraya), and then by questions and answers one
should gradually learn what pure devotional service to
Kåñëa is.* That is called the paramparä system.” (Purport
to Çré Caitanya-caritämåta, Antya-lélä 7.53)

*Editor’s note: So, who is asking the questions and who is answering? This
again denotes personal contact. The act of asking questions (by the disciple)
and then receiving the answers (from the spiritual master) once again clearly
denotes personal contact. As Çréla Prabhupäda has written, “One must accept
a Vaiñëava guru (ädau gurv-äçraya), and then by questions and answers one
should gradually learn what pure devotional service to Kåñëa is.”
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“Manu said that since he was advised and instructed by Kardama Muni, he was very much favoured. He
considered himself lucky to receive the message by aural
reception. It is especially mentioned here that one should
be very inquisitive to hear with open ears from the authorised source of the bona fide spiritual master. How is one
to receive? One should receive the transcendental message by aural reception. The word karëa-randhraiù means
‘through the holes of the ears.’ The favour of the spiritual
master is not received through any other part of the body
but the ears.” (Çrémad-Bhägavatam 3.22.7)
“The statement kariyachi sravana (‘I have heard it’) is
very important in the sense that hearing is more important than directly studying or perceiving. If one is expert
in hearing and hears from the right source, his knowledge
is immediately perfect. This process is called srauta-panthä, or the acquisition of knowledge by hearing from authorities. All Vedic knowledge is based on the principle
that one must approach a bona fide spiritual master and
hear from the authoritative statements of the Vedas. It is
not necessary for one to be a highly polished literary man
to receive knowledge; to receive perfect knowledge from
a perfect person, one must be expert in hearing. This is
called the descending process of deductive knowledge,
or avaroha-panthä.” (Çré Caitanya-caritämåta, Ädi-lélä 16.52
purport)

The Guru Gives The Instructions
“Service means you must take order from the master.
That is service. Otherwise it is mental concoction. Actually, the servant requests, ‘How can I serve you?’ So when
the master orders, ‘You serve me like this,’ then you do
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that, that is service. And if you manufacture your service,
that is not service. That is your sense gratification. Yasya
prasädäd bhagavat-prasädaù. You have to see how he is
pleased. Now if he wants a glass of water and if you bring
a nice glass of milk, you can say milk is better than water,
you take it. That is not service. He wants water, you give
him water. Don’t manufacture better thing.” (Çréla Prabhupäda from a lecture, Bhagavad-gétä 15.15, August 5, 1976,
New Mayapur - French farm)
“The real fact is that a bona fide spiritual master
knows the nature of a particular man and what sort of
duties he can perform in Kåñëa consciousness, and he instructs him in that way. He instructs him through the ear,
not privately, but publicly. “You are fit for such and such
work in Kåñëa consciousness. You can act in this way.”*
(Çrémad-Bhägavatam 3.22.7 purport)
“This combination, the instruction of the spiritual master and the faithful execution of the instruction
by the disciple, makes the entire process perfect. Çréla
Viçvanätha Cakravati Öhäkura describes in his explanation of the verse in Bhagavad-gétä, vyavasäyätmikä buddhir,
that one who wants to be certain to achieve spiritual success must take the instruction** from the spiritual master
as to what his particular function is. He should faithfully
try to execute that particular instruction and should consider that his life and soul. The faithful execution of the

*Editor’s note: Again this is clearly personal. We need personal instruction under the expert guidance of the spiritual master, as he knows the nature and
needs of the individual disciple.
**Editor’s note: From the above three quotes we can see that the disciple needs to

take direct instruction from the bona fide spiritual master, that is best. Then he
needs to carry out that instruction to the best of his ability. So what is our guru
given sevä (service)?
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instruction which he receives from the spiritual master is
the only duty of a disciple, and that will bring him perfection...” (Çrémad-Bhägavatam 3.22.7 purport)

And Why Shall I Disclose To You?
Indian man: When did you become the spiritual leader
of Kåñëa consciousness?
Çréla Prabhupäda: What is that?
Brahmänanda: He’s asking when did you become the
spiritual leader of Kåñëa consciousness?
Çréla Prabhupäda: When my Guru Mahäräja ordered me.
This is the guru-paramparä.
Indian: Did it...
Çréla Prabhupäda: Try to understand. Don’t go very
speedily. A guru can become guru when he’s ordered by
his guru. That’s all. Otherwise nobody can become guru.
Indian woman 2: (Hindi)
Çréla Prabhupäda: (Hindi) Çädhi mäà prapannam. “I am
surrendered to You. Whatever You say, I shall carry out.”
That’s all.
Indian man: When did he tell you to...?
Çréla Prabhupäda: What is the business, when did he tell
me? And why shall I disclose to you? It is so very insignificant thing that I have to explain to you?
Indian man: No, I am just curious when...
Çréla Prabhupäda: You should be curious within your
limit. You should know that one can become guru when
he is ordered by his guru, this much. (Çréla Prabhupäda
Lecture on Bhagavad-gétä 7.2 Nairobi, October 12, 1975)*

*Editor’s note: It seems that Çréla Prabhupäda did not want to disclose when
his own spiritual master told him to become guru. It was enough through word
of mouth that Çréla Prabhupäda said he did. Also Çréla Prabhupäda has said,
“...When my Guru Mahäräja ordered me. This is the guru-paramparä...” Guru
paramaparä therefore means by word of mouth from guru to disciple! Lord Kåñëa
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The Rtvik And The Yajamana
The most general meaning of the word åtvik is: priests
conducting the ceremony, or the priests officiating at the
sacrifice.
In the Puranic Encyclopedia a åtvik is described as:
aàçapaya: name of a priest (åtvik) qualified to officiate at
a sacrifice. This priest officiated at the sacrifice (yajïa)
performed by Brahma at Puñkara-kñetra. (See Chapter 34 of
Padma Puräëa).
In the Çrémad-Bhägavatam Çréla Prabhupäda has written:
“...In this connection, four classes of priests, known as
åtvik, are required. They are mentioned as hotä, adhvaryu,
brahma and udgätä...” (Çrémad-Bhägavatam 7.3.30 from the
purport)

In his commentary to sütra 57 of the Vedänta-sütra Çréla
Baladeva Vidyäbhüñaëa has written:
“The performer of a yajïa assigns different priests to
perform the different parts of the yajïa. The priests are
thus named according to the function they fulfill in the
yajïa.
spoke to Lord Brahma (His disciple), Lord Brahma to Çré Närada Muni his son
and disciple), Çré Närada Muni to Çréla Vyäsadeva (his disciple), Çréla Vyäsadeva
to Çré Çukadeva Gosvämé (his son and disciple) and to Çréla Madhväcärya (his
disciple), Çré Çukadeva Gosvämé to Çré Süta Gosvämé etc. etc. etc. Does anyone
have the exact date when Çréla Bhaktisiddhänta Sarasvaté Öhäkura Prabhupäda
gave the order to Çréla A.C. Bhaktivedanta Swami Prabhupäda to be guru? Does
it really matter? The guru orders the disciple, and the Vaiñëavas never question
such a relationship, i.e. do you have proof? A letter? A Vaiñëava will simply accept the word of another Vaiñëava.
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“The performer of the yajïa thus tells the priests, ‘You
become the adhvaryu priest. You become the hotä priest.
You become the udgätä priest.’ In this way a certain priest,
even though he is expert in performing all the different
functions, accepts the limited role in the yajïa. He does
not perform all the functions in the yajïa. It is not possible for him to perform all the functions in all the different
branches of the Vedas.
“The duties are distributed among the different Vedas.
The hotä priest chants mantras of the Åg Veda, the adhvaryu priest chants mantras of the Yajur Veda, the udgätä
priest chants mantras of the Säma Veda, and the brahmä
priest chants mantras of the Atharva Veda.
“In this way, according to the wish of the person performing the yajïa, the different priests accept different
roles in the yajïa and different priestly rewards (dakñiëä)
also.” (Vedänta-sütra commentary by Çréla Baladeva
Vidyäbhüñaëa, sütra 57)

The Supreme Lord participates in various ways in the
sacrificial process and also Himself acts as åtvik on specific
occasions. In his commentary on the Vedänta-sütra, sütra 4546, Çréla Baladeva Vidyäbhüñaëa has written:
ärtvijyam ity auòulomis tasmai hi parikréyate
ärtvijyam—the åtvik priest’s work; ity—thus; auòulomiù—Auòulomi;
tasmai—for
that;
hi—indeed;
parikréyate—is purchased.
“Auòulomi says He is like a åtvik priest. He sells Himself for that.” (Vedänta-sütra, sütra 45)
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Purport by Çréla Baladeva Vidyäbhüñaëa
“The word “iti” is used in the sense of similarity. Thus
the Supreme Personality of Godhead acts like a åtvik
priest, for the Lord maintains the nirapekña devotees. Because He has been purchased by their devotional service,
the Lord fulfills the bodily needs of His devotees. In the
Viñëu-dharma it is said:
tulasé-dala-mätreëa
jalasya culukena ca
vikréëéte svam ätmänaà
bhaktebhyo bhakta-vatsalaù
‘The Supreme Personality of Godhead, who dearly
loves His devotees, sells Himself to them in exchange for
a tulasé leaf and palmful of water.’
“The åtvik priests are purchased for a certain task by
the yajamäna’s payment of dakñiëä.* Being an impersonalist, Auòulomi equates devotional service with buying and
selling. For these reasons the nirapekñas are the best of the
devotees.”

çruteç ca
çruteù—from the Çruti-çästra; ca—also.
“From the Çruti-çästra also.” (Vedänta-sütra, Sütra 46)

*Editor’s note: “The åtvik priests are purchased for a certain task by the yajamäna’s payment of dakñiëä.” Thus they [the åtvik priests] receive payment to do a
job. Pure devotional service as advocated by the representatives of the Gauòéya
Vaiñëava sampradäya is never performed for any type of material reward or gain
but in all ways done only for the satisfaction of the Supreme Lord.
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Purport by Çréla Baladeva Vidyäbhüñaëa
“In the performance of yajïa the åtvik priest gives his
blessing to the performer of the yajïa (yajamäna). In the
Chändogya Upaniñad (1.7.8-9) it is also said:

tasmäd u haivam-vid udgätä brüyät kaà te kämam ägäyäni
‘Then the learned udgätä priest says: Of what desire
shall I sing?’
“In this way the åtvik priest gives the result of the yajïa to the yajamäna. As the åtvik priest thus maintains
the yajamäna, so the Supreme Personality of Godhead
maintains His devotee.”* (Çréla Baladeva Vidyäbhüñaëa
Vedänta-sütra commentary chapter 3, pada 4, sütra 45 - 46)

The Yajamana
“The yajamäna is the person who sponsors and/or is
the benefactor of a particular ceremony: i.e. in the case
of the wedding it is the groom; in case of saàskäras concerning the wife, it is the husband; and in case of those
concerning the child, it is the father. In the case of a brähmaëa, he may perform his own ceremonies. However, if
he is unable to do this, he may invite a Vaiñëava brähmaëa
to perform or guide the rites on his behalf (act as åtvik).”
(Sat Kriyä Sära Dépikä by Çréla Gopäla Bhaööa Gosvämé)

*Editor’s note: This is the most general meaning of the word yajamäna—the
performer of the sacrifice; and the åtvik is the assistant; yajamäna, the one on
whose behalf he [the åtvik] performs yajïa.
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Also Çréla Sanätana Goswämé has written:
räjänaà räñöra-kåtaà päpaà
räja-päpaà purohitam
bharatänaà stré-kåtaà päpaà
çiñya-päpaà guruà vrajet
“The sins of the citizens are suffered by the king; the
king’s sins by the räja-guru; the wife’s sins by the husband and the disciple’s sins by the guru.” (Hari Bhakti
Viläsa’ quoting the ‘Néti Çästra)

In this regard Çréla AC Bhaktivedanta Swami Prabhupäda
has written:
“Accepting an unlimited number of devotees or disciples is very risky for one who is not a preacher. According to Çréla Jéva Gosvämé, a preacher has to accept many
disciples to expand the cult of Çré Caitanya Mahäprabhu.
This is risky because when a spiritual master accepts a
disciple, he naturally accepts the disciple’s sinful activities and their reactions.* Unless he is very powerful, he
cannot assimilate all the sinful reactions of his disciples.
Thus if he is not powerful, he has to suffer the consequences, for one is forbidden to accept many disciples.”
(Çré Caitanya-caritämåta, Madhya-lélä 22.118)

Thus according to the information presented here, the
åtvik or officiating priest, only performs the yajïa for the
yajamäna, at a price. This has nothing to do with the process
*Editor’s note: It is implied therefore that the system of åtvik initiation currently
promoted does not actually accommodate the principal of the initiating guru’s
acceptance of the disciple, particularly regarding the disposal of the disciples
accumulated sinful burden.
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of initiation. All the information that has been presented
here points to this. The åtvik point of view may be presenting
åtvik-praëälé however it is definitely not sampradäya-praëälé.*

Sampradya Vihina Ye
In the Padma Puräëa the great sage Çréla Vyäsadeva has
stated:
samprädya-vihénä ye
manträs te niñphalä matäù
ataù kalau bhaviñyanti
catväraù sampradäyinaù
çré-brahma-rudra-sanakä
vaiñëaväù kñiti-pävanäù
catväras te kalau bhävyä
hy utkale puruñottamät
“Unless one is initiated by a bona-fide spiritual master
in a bona-fide disciplic succession, the mantra he might
have received is without any effect. For this reason four
Vaiñëava disciplic successions, inaugurated by Lakñmédevé, Lord Brahmä, Lord Çiva, and the four Kumäras, will
appear in the holy place of Jagannätha Puré, and purify
the entire earth during the age of Kali.” (quoted from Çréla Baladeva Vidyäbhüñaëa’s Prameya-ratnävalé)

Çréla Narahari Sarakära Öhäkura has written:
tatra yadi guru-viña-druçäkäréçvare
bhräntaù kåñëa-yaço
*The word praëälé means: system, method, line or methodology.
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viläsa vinodaà näìgékarati
svayaà vä durabhimäné loka-stavaiù
kåñëatvaà präpnoti
tarhi tyäjya eva
“However, if the spiritual master acts enviously towards the Supreme Personality of Godhead, is averse to
expanding the fame of Lord Kåñëa or if he personally
refuses to accept hearing or chanting about the glorious
pastimes of Lord Kåñëa or if the spiritual master, has
become totally bewildered, listening to the false praises
of ignorant persons and day by day is more materially
contaminated and fallen then the spiritual master is to be
abandoned.” (Çré Kåñëa Bhajanämåta, verse 64)

katham eva gurus tyäjya iti na
kåñëa-bhäva-lobhät kåñëa-präptaye
guror äçrayaëaà krtaà tad-anantaraà
yadi tasminn eva gurau asura-bhävas tarhi
kim kartavyam
asura guruà tyaktvä ñré-kåñëa-bhaktimantaà
gurum anyaà bhajet
“Under those circumstances one should not doubt,
‘How can I give up my spiritual master?’ With a strong
desire for achieving spontaneous devotional service and
attaining the lotus feet of Lord Kåñëa, the Supreme Personality of Godhead, a devotee accepts the shelter of a
spiritual master as the via media to Lord Çré Kåñëa. However, after accepting the responsibility of serving the
spiritual master, if that spiritual master takes on asuric
qualities or a demoniac mentality then it is one’s duty to
reject such a demon asura-guru and in his place accept a
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Kåñëa conscious spiritual master and worship him.” (Çré
Kåñëa Bhajanämåta, verse 65)

tasya kåñëa baläd asärasya
guror balam mardnéyam iti
çré çré vaiñëavänäm bhajana
vicärä ya eva tu dåñöa bahavaù
çré-kåñëa-caitanyävatäre
guru-nirüpaëo siddhäntaù
“By taking shelter of the strength of a pure Kåñëa
conscious spiritual master’s devotional service, the ill
effects or contamination of the previous demoniac spiritual master is counteracted and destroyed. These activities are recommended by all Vaiñëava authorities as the
authorised conclusion of the çästra. During the pastimes
of Lord Çré Kåñëa Caitanya Mahäprabhu there have been
many practical examples of the above.”
“This concludes the deliberation by sädhu-çästra-guru
on the spiritual master and related matters.” (Çré Kåñëa
Bhajanämåta*, verse 66)

Also in the Çré Hari-Bhakti-vilasa it is written:
avaiñëavopadiñöena
mantreëa nirayaà vrajet
punaç ca vidhinä samyag
grähayed vaiñëaväd guroù
*Editor’s note: Çré Bhajanämåta (The Nectar of Worship) is a treatise on pure de-

votion to the Supreme Lord written in Sanskrit prose by Çréla Narahari Sarakära
Öhäkura, a contemporary and very intimate associate of Çré Caitanya Mahäprabhu. In 1899 Çréla Bhaktivinoda Öhäkura edited and published this book with
his own Bengali translation. Çré Locana däsa Öhäkura who is the author of Çré
Caitanya-maìgala was a disciple of Çréla Narahari Sarakära Öhäkura.
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“One who receives his mantra from a guru who is a
non-devotee or who is addicted to sensual pleasure is
doomed to a life in hell. Such a person must immediately
approach a genuine Vaiñëava guru and again accept the
mantra from him.” (Çré Hari-Bhakti-vilasa 4.144)
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Afterword

In the beginning of the Bhagavad-gétä second chapter
Arjuna has this to say about his weakened condition:
kärpaëya-doñopahata-svabhävaù
påcchämi tväà dharma-sammüòha-cetäù
yac chreyaù syän niçcitaà brühi tan me
çiñyas te ‘haà çädhi mäà tväà prapannam
“Now I am confused about my duty and have lost all
composure because of weakness. In this condition I am
asking You to tell me clearly what is best for me. Now
I am Your disciple, and a soul surrendered unto You.
Please instruct me.” (Bhagavad-gétä 2.7)

Here Arjuna takes the position of the disciple of Çré
Kåñëa and Çré Kåñëa takes the position as Arjuna’s guru, and
through him He instructs the whole world in the science of
the Bhagavad-gétä. This is teaching by example. We know that
through each chapter of the Bhagavad-gétä Kåñëa instructs
Arjuna until he comes to the point of surrendering to the
will of Kåñëa, just as the disciple surrenders to the will of
the bona fide spiritual master.
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Then in the fourth chapter of the Bhagavad-gétä Kåñëa
explains to Arjuna:
tad viddhi praëipätena
paripraçnena sevayä
upadekñyanti te jïänaà
jïäninas tattva-darçinaù
“Just try to learn the truth by approaching a spiritual
master1. Inquire from him submissively2 and render service unto him3. The self-realised soul can impart knowledge unto you because he has seen the truth.” (Bhagavad-gétä 4.34)

Arjuna is advised to learn the truth:
praëipätena - by approaching a spiritual master,
paripraçnena - by submissive inquiries,
3
sevayä - by the rendering of service.
1
2

Again Kåñëa’s instruction is all very personal and
requires direct dealing between guru and disciple.
Kåñëa consciousness is a personal movement we are not
impersonalists.
In the Çrémad-Bhägavatam, Çréla Prabhupäda states:
“...As stated in Bhagavad-gétä (4.34): tad viddhi praëipätena paripraçnena sevayä. The student must approach a spiritual master and surrender unto him fully (praëipätena).
He must also question him in order to understand his instructions (paripraçnena). One should not only surrender
to the spiritual master but also render loving service unto
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him (sevayä) so that the spiritual master will be pleased
with the student and explain the transcendental subject
matter more clearly...” (Çrémad-Bhägavatam 5.12.3 purport)

Then in the thirteenth chapter of the Bhagavad-gétä Çré
Kåñëa advises Arjuna:
äcäryopäsanaà — äcärya-upäsanam - approach a bona fide
spiritual master. (Bhagavad-gétä 13.8) In his purport to this
verse Çréla Prabhupäda writes, “...The principle of accepting
a spiritual master, as mentioned in the seventh [eighth]
verse, is essential. Even for one who takes to devotional
service, it is most important. Transcendental life begins
when one accepts a bona fide spiritual master. The Supreme
Personality of Godhead, Çré Kåñëa, clearly states here that
this process of knowledge is the actual path. Anything
speculated beyond this is nonsense...” (Bhagavad-gétä 13.8
purport)
Also, “...As for acceptance of the spiritual master, that
is essential, because without the instruction of a bona
fide spiritual master, one cannot progress in the spiritual
science. One should approach the spiritual master with all
humility and offer him all services so that he will be pleased
to bestow his blessings upon the disciple...” (Bhagavad-gétä
13.8 purport)
Then in the eighteenth chapter Saïjaya states:
saïjaya uväca
ity ahaà väsudevasya
pärthasya ca mahätmanaù
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saàvädam imam açrauñam
adbhutaà roma-harñaëam
“Saïjaya said: Thus have I heard the conversation of
two great souls, Kåñëa and Arjuna. And so wonderful is
that message that my hair is standing on end.” (Bhagavad-gétä 18.74)

vyäsa-prasädäc chrutavän
etad guhyam ahaà param
yogaà yogeçvarät kåñëät
säkñät kathayataù svayam
“By the mercy of Vyäsa, I have heard these most confidential talks directly from the master of all mysticism,
Kåñëa, who was speaking personally to Arjuna.” (Bhagavad-gétä 18.75)

räjan saàsmåtya saàsmåtya
saàvädam imam adbhutam
keçavärjunayoù puëyaà
håñyämi ca muhur muhuù
“O King, as I repeatedly recall this wondrous and holy
dialogue between Kåñëa and Arjuna, I take pleasure, being thrilled at every moment.” (Bhagavad-gétä 18.76)

Kåñëa as the guru has instructed Arjuna in such a way
that Arjuna surrenders to the will of Kåñëa. Just as the bona
fide spiritual master instructs the disciple and the disciple
surrenders (or should surrender) to the will of the spiritual
master. This is the personal relationship of the guru and the
disciple. Direct instructions.
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Saïjaya makes the point that this is all the mercy of his
guru, Vyäsa. So Vyäsa is present and Saïjaya is present on the
planet at the same time. The guru and the disciple are both
personally present; they have met and have reciprocated.
Saïjaya also makes the point that Kåñëa is personally
speaking to Arjuna. The guru instructs the disciple
personally. As previously stated in this book the guru
disciple relationship is very personal, not impersonal. The
guru speaks to the disciple and the disciple listens and then
acts according to the instructions of the bona fide spiritual
master. The guru and the disciple meet and when the guru
feels that the aspiring disciple is ready he initiates the
disciple. This is the natural flow of the guru and disciple
relationship, this is the norm, not an exception to the rule.
There are exceptions to the rule but as Çréla Bhaktivinoda
Öhäkura has written:
“...It is not the duty of materialistic persons to renounce the process of initiation because a few great souls
like Jaòa Bharata did not take initiation. Initiation is a
constitutional injunction for every birth of the living entity. If initiation is not seen in the life of a perfected soul,
it should not be taken as an example. General rules are
not changed because something happens to a particular
person in a special situation...” (Follow the Mahäjana by
Çréla Bhaktivinoda Öhäkura, from Çré Bhaktyäloka. The six
qualities that enhance Bhakti.)

Also as Çréla Bhaktisiddhänta
Prabhupäda has said:

Sarasvaté

Öhäkura

“...We should certainly communicate directly with the
spiritual master. Those who do not wish to serve and as-
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sociate with their spiritual master personally are bound
to be cheated. Direct communication with guru is the first
step on the path of divine service.”
“It is not enough to serve the spiritual master with awe
and reverence only from a distance...” (Amåta Väëé, Nectar of Instructions for Immortality Çréla Bhaktisiddhänta
Sarasvaté Öhäkura Prabhupäda)

Çréla AC Bhaktivedanta Swami Prabhupäda has said:
“...So we have to learn Bhägavatam from the living bhägavata... The two bhägavatas. You study ÇrémadBhägavatam from living bhägavata. So if one does not take
or does not surrender unto the living bhägavata, he cannot understand Çrémad-Bhägavatam...” (Çréla Prabhupäda
Lecture Çrémad-Bhägavatam 2.3.23 in L.A. June 20th 1972)

As quoted in the Çré Caitanya-caritämåta there are two
bhägavatas:
eka bhägavata baòa—bhägavata-çästra
ära bhägavata—bhakta bhakti-rasa-pätra
“One of the bhägavatas is the great scripture ÇrémadBhägavatam, and the other is the pure devotee absorbed in
the mellows of loving devotion.” (Çré Caitanya-caritämåta,
Ädi-lélä 1.99)

dui bhägavata dvärä diyä bhakti-rasa
täìhära hådaye täìra preme haya vaça
“Through the actions of these two bhägavatas the Lord
instills the mellows of transcendental loving service into
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the heart of a living being, and thus the Lord, in the heart
of His devotee, comes under the control of the devotee’s
love.” (Çré Caitanya-caritämåta, Ädi-lélä 1.100)

And in summation, Çréla AC Bhaktivedanta Swami
Prabhupäda has stated,
“...Similarly, Çrémad-Bhägavatam, the postgraduate
study of the science of Godhead, can only be learned by
studying it at the feet of a realised soul like Çréla Vyäsadeva. Although Çukadeva Gosvämé was a liberated soul
from the very day of his birth, he still had to take lessons
of Çrémad-Bhägavatam from his great father, Vyäsadeva, who compiled the Çrémad-Bhägavatam under the instruction of another great soul, Çré Närada Muni...”(Çrémad-Bhägavatam 2.1.8 purport)
“...This is the secret. Unless one is svänubhävam, self-realised, life is bhägavata, he cannot preach Bhägavata. That
is not... That will not be effective. A gramophone will not
help. Therefore Caitanya Mahäprabhu’s secretary, Svarüpa Dämodara, recommended, bhägavata pora giyä bhägavata-sthäne, that ‘If you want to read Çrémad-Bhägavatam,
you must approach a person who is life living Bhägavata.” Bhägavata pora giyä bhägavata-sthäne. Otherwise, there
is no question of Bhägavata realisation...” (From a lecture
by Çréla Prabhupäda in Rome Çrémad-Bhägavatam 1.2.3,
May 27, 1974)

Therefore the personal secretary of Çré Caitanya
Mahäprabhu Çréla Svarüpa Dämodara Goswami has said:
yäha, bhägavata paòa vaiñëavera sthäne ...
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“If you want to understand Çrémad-Bhägavatam,” he
said, “you must approach a self-realised Vaiñëava and
hear from him…” (Çré Caitanya-caritämåta, Antya-lélä
5.131)
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““It is not the duty of materialistic persons to renounce the process of initiation
because a few great souls like Jada Bharata
did not take initiation. Initiation is a constitutional injunction for every birth of the
living entity. If initiation is not seen in
the life of a perfected soul, it should not
be taken as an example. General rules are not
changed because something happens to a particular person in a special situation.“
— Srila Bhaktivinoda Thakura

““We should certainly communicate directly with the spiritual master. Those who do
not wish to serve and associate with their
spiritual master personally are bound to be
cheated. Direct communication with guru is the
first step on the path of divine service. It
is not enough to serve the spiritual master
with awe and reverence only from a distance.”
— Srila Bhaktisiddhanta Sarasvati Thakura Prabhupada

“
“So we have to learn Bhagavatam from the
living bhagavata... The two bhagavatas. You
study Srimad-Bhagavatam from living bhagavata. So if one does not take or does not surrender unto the living bhagavata, he cannot
understand Srimad-Bhagavatam.”
— Srila AC Bhaktivedanta Swami Prabhupada
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